CLAIMS 



What is claimed is : 



A distributed system, comprising: 
a set of nodes that communicate via a networks- 
set of node applications distributed among the 

nodes ; 

mean"^. f or generating ^a time-stamp record for 
each of a se*fe^of significant events associated with 
one or more of ISNhe node applications such that the 
time-stamp record^provides a synchronized time base 
across the nodes for^^he significant events. 

2. The distributed systeh^^of claim 1, wherein the 
means for generating a time-sb»^mp record in one or 
more of the nodes include a syn^^onized clock. 

3. The distributed system of claim X/ wherein one 
or more of the nodes include means^for riding a time 
value from the corresponding synchronized o^ock and 
means for writing the time value into a*" localXevent 



log that holds the corresponding time-stamp reco^xds 



'he distributed system of claim 3, wherein one 
or more of^"*trHenodes include/me"5r is for generating an 



evenly code f or each-v^i^nif leant events associated 
with the corresponding niadj^ applications, 



5. The distributed system of ci^im 4, wherein one 
or more of the nodes include means fs^r writing the 
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\6. TtTe--><±Lstributed system of claim 1, wherein the 
/means for generatin^'^a'^'^feiine- stamp record in one or 
more of the nodes include a compaQion node having a 
synchroni zed clock . 




The distributed system of claim 6, wherein one 
or rtt^re of the nodes include means for reading a time 
value f\pm the synchronized clock in the companion 
node and irh^ans for writing the time value into an 
event log th^U^holds the corresponding time-stamp 
records - 




8. The distributed ^^^^i^^i^ of claim 1, further 
comprising means__fp^ o'BtaiiH^ig the time-stamp records 
from the event l^gs via the netw^ork and analyzing^^the 
time-stamp records using the synchr'ts^iized time base- 

jLstributed system of claim 1, fu'^her 
ans for starting and stopping the 

ime-stamp records in one or more of 



A method of performance monitoring in a 
dis"^fibuted system, comprising the steps of: 
termining a set of significant events 
associar^ed with a distributed application in the 
distributa^i system; 
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^ providing each of a set of nodes applications 
asSBociated with the distributed application with the 
f unistionality to generate a time-stamp record when 
one \f the significant events occur; 

running an experiment in the distributed 
application that generates one or more of the 
significant events ; 

obtaining the time-stamp records from the node 
applications and analyzing the time-stamp records . 

11. The method of claim 10, wherein each time-stamp 
record inclmdes an event code associated with the 
corresponding significant events. 

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the step of 
analyzing the t^ie-stamp records comprises the step 
of generating a <^aphical representation of the time- 
stamp records, \ 

13. The method of cU.aim 10, further comprising the 
step of determining A set of delays in execution of 
the node applications Associated with the generation 
of the time-stamp records . 

14. The method of claim \3, further comprising the 
step of correcting the tims^-stamp records in response 
to the delays . \ 
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